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The Final Four – Special Merit Award

The British EBF Stallion Special Merit Award recognises British 
based stallions that reward breeders through value for money, 
accessibility and performance, without, necessarily, the 

advantages of large books of mares or the high fees such popularity 
commands. 

The initial list of nominees is drawn from the British EBF supported 
Stallion Focus in European Bloodstock News. This feature seeks to 
highlight milestones and notable performances in the British 
stallion ranks. An industry panel then discusses and votes on a short 
list and winner. The stallions that have made the short list, based on 
their achievements in 2022, are Aclaim, Farhh, Havana Gold and 
Nathaniel. The winner of the British EBF Stallion Special Merit 
Award will be announced later this month, with the award presented 
at the TBA Flat Breeders’ Awards Evening this summer.

ACLAIM
2013 Acclamation – Aris (Danroad)
Standing at Manton Park in 2023 priced at £10,000.
The holy grail of a Classic victory is something many ultimately 
successful stallions have to wait a while to achieve and plenty are 
never able to scale that particular summit. So for Aclaim to manage 
it with his very first crop, one conceived at a fee of just £12,500, is a 
major feather in the cap of the son of Acclamation.

The Classic winner in question was his daughter Cachet, who 
proved uncatchable in the Gr.1 1,000 Guineas at Newmarket last 
May and then went so very close to repeating the feat in the French 
equivalent at ParisLongchamp just a fortnight later, battling back 
once headed 200m out to finish second, a head behind the winner. 
A Gr.1-placed juvenile, Cachet really began 2022 with a bang as she 
also landed her seasonal debut, the Gr.3 Nell Gwyn Stakes, by a 
decisive two and a half length margin.

Aclaim’s other first-crop standard bearer was Royal Aclaim, 

who took her unbeaten record to three by lifting York’s Listed City 
Wall Stakes by two lengths in July and then was sent off favourite 
and ran creditably in each of her susbequent starts, when fifth in 
the Gr.1 Nunthorpe Stakes and third in the Gr.3 Prix du Petit 
Couvert. She has the makings of a top class sprinter.

Aclaim was bred by Dermot Farrington and Canning Downs out 
of the Listed-placed miler Aris (Danroad) and was knocked down to 
Stephen Hillen for €130,000 at Goffs as a yearling. His dam is a half-
sister to the Gr.1 Irish 1,000 Guineas victrix Again (Danehill Dancer), 
out of a half-sister to Montjeu and from the family of the Gr.1-
winning sprinter Goldream and Classic-winning miler Galileo Gold. 

Having spent his first five seasons at the National Stud, he has 
recently moved to help begin Martyn and Freddie Meade’s new stud 
venture, Manton Park. The father-and-son team were responsible for 
masterminding his 15-start racing career, which yielded two Gr.2 
triumphs before culminating in victory in the Gr.1 Prix de la Foret. 

FARHH
2008 Pivotal – Gonbarda (Lando)
Standing at Dalham Hall Stud in 2023, private fee.
Statistics can be misleading in all walks of life, and stallion statistics 
are no different. On the face of it, when Fonteyn gave Farhh his 
second Gr.1 success in the Sun Chariot Stakes in October three 
years after King Of Change had provided the initial breakthrough, 
it was nothing to write home about given that the dual Gr.1-
winning stallion has now had six crops make it to the racecourse. 
When you take into account that, owing to fertility issues, those six 
foal crops have an average size of just 32, his numbers suddenly 
become a whole lot more impressive.  

Fonteyn was a long way from being Farhh’s only Stakes horse of 
2022. The season began with high hopes for his promising French-
trained colt, Tribalist. And though he did not quite live up to these 
expectations, Andre Fabre’s colt still managed a Classic place when 
third in the Gr.1 Poule d’Essai des Poulains, and added two near 
misses in Gr.3 company to his victory in the Listed Prix Matchem.

Aclaim © Amy Lanigan 

Farhh © John Reardon 
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NATHANIEL
2008 Galileo – Magnificent Style (Silver Hawk)
Standing at Newsells Park Stud in 2023, priced at £15,000.
According to one of the greatest breeders of all time, Federico 
Tesio, the thoroughbred exists because of ‘a piece of wood, the 
winning post at Epsom’. If Tesio was correct, Nathaniel has made a 
major contribution to the breed because, after the 2022 exploits of 
his son Desert Crown, he is now the sire of both an Oaks winner, 
the 2017 heroine Enable, and a Derby winner.

Any suggestions that Nathaniel was likely to mearly evolve into a 
National Hunt stallion were proved some way wide of the mark by 
his offspring’s achievements on the Flat last season. Desert Crown, 
who was restricted to just two outings, landing both the Gr.1 Derby 
Stakes and the Gr.2 Dante Stakes, was one of four different Group 
winners for his sire last term, the other trio being headed by 
Quickthorn, successful in both the Gr.2 Prix Maurice de Nieuil and 
the Gr.2 Lonsdale Stakes having earlier led home a Nathaniel 1-2 
ahead of Nate The Great in the Gr.3 Henry II Stakes.

Other Pattern successes were provided by the Gr.2 Queen’s 
Vase Stakes runner-up Zechariah in the Gr.3 Geoffrey Freer 
Stakes and by Poptronic in the Gr.3 Hoppings Stakes. With 
Desert Crown set to strut his stuff again in the coming months 
with the potential for further big days, and Nathaniel operating 
at a 42 per cent winners-to-runners and 36 per cent black type-
winners-to-runners strike rate last season, Nathaniel’s career as 
one of the UK’s leading Flat stallions has many years yet to run.

Nathaniel was bred by Kincorth Investments by Galileo out of 
the Silver Hawk mare Magnificient Style, winner of the 1996 
Gr.3 Musidora Stakes. In all, she had 11 winners from her 15 foals, 
the last produced at the age of 25, and the eight Stakes winners 
amongst them also included the Gr.1 Irish the Oaks victrix Great 
Heavens (Galileo) and the Gr.1 Fillies’ Mile winner Playful Act 
(Sadler’s Wells).

Nathaniel was her top earner, picking up close to £1.5m from his 
four wins and six places from 11 starts. Victorious in both the Gr.1 
King George VI & Queen Elizabeth Stakes and the Gr.1 Eclipse Stakes, 
he was also successful in Gr.2 company and three-times placed at 
the highest level before retiring to Newsells Park Stud in 2012.

Classic success will once more be on his supporters minds in the 
coming months after Salt Bay belied his inexperience to finish third 
in the Gr.1 Criterium International on just his third start late last 
autumn and, just few weeks earlier, another of his juvenile colts, 
Blanchland, finished second in the Gr.3 Zetland Stakes. Seen from 
the perspective of his exceptional 52 per cent winners to runners 
ratio, 2022 represented an excellent year for him. That is before you 
factor in his sales ring performance, where one of just 11 Farhh 
yearlings sold fetched the tidy sum of 400,000gns.

Farhh is by Pivotal, and as a son of the Gr.1 winner and prolific 
mare Gonbarda comes from a fabulous German female line which 
incorporates both speed, through the likes of Glen Shiel, and 
stamina, through Fame And Glory. On the track he flashed his 
talent with victories in both the Gr.1 Lockinge Stakes and the Gr.1 
Champion Stakes.

HAVANA GOLD
2010 Teofilo – Jessica’s Dream (Desert Style)
Standing at Tweenhills Farm & Stud in 2023, priced at £10,000.
While Havana Gold’s Gr.1-winning son, Havana Grey, was 
gleaning plenty of headlines as he battled it out with Sioux 
Nation for the First Crop Sire crown, the patriarch was himself 
enjoying a fine year in 2022. 

His flagship representative was El Caballo, who began the year 
with the last four of a remarkable six straight victories, the final three 
being the Listed Spring Cup, the valuable Three-Year-Old All-
Weather Championship and the Gr.2 Temple Stakes before he was 
clearly not himself when down the field in the Gr.1 Commonwealth 
Cup. He will be back to contest major sprint honours in 2023.

Other major successes came via Tippy Toes in the Listed 
Chelmer Fillies’ Stakes and the Gr.2-placed juvenile colt Chateau in 
the Listed Rose Bowl Stakes. His black type-winners-to-runners 
ratio was thus a fine 38 per cent over the whole season.

Now starting his tenth season of covering at Tweenhills Farm, 
Havana Gold is a son of Teofilo and the dual Gr.3-winning Desert 
Style mare, Jessica’s Dream, herself a half-sister to the Gr.1 
Lockinge Stakes runner-up Majors Cast. On the track he was 
denied an unbeaten six-race juvenile career including a Gr.3 
Somerville Tattersall Stakes success by a slipping saddle in one 
start and an unlucky narrow reverse in another. After solid efforts 
in the French and Irish mile Classics, he proved himself to be a top 
three-year-old by landing the Gr.1 Prix Jean Prat. 

Havana Gold © Steve Cargill

Nathaniel 


